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The Cantonese spoken in Hong Kong and Guangzhou differs substantially in
lexicon as a result of the different socioeconomic situations. But in terms of
pronunciation, there is controversy whether the differences of the two varieties are
substantial. On the one hand, though Hong Kong Cantonese was derived from
Guangzhou Cantonese and thus the two varieties have very similar phonological
systems, there are subtle differences in pronunciation which are often
distinguishable by the native speakers. On the other hand, as the people from the
two cities are now in more frequent contacts, their languages are influencing each
other to a larger extent and may have become less and less easily distinguishable.
This research focuses on comparing and contrasting the Cantonese sounds of young
adult native speakers of Hong Kong Cantonese and Guangzhou Cantonese. An
impressionistic analysis, a formant frequency analysis of the vowels, and a
fundamental frequency analysis of the tones of the recorded Cantonese sounds of
the two groups of speakers were carried out. It was found that there are more
phonetic similarities than differences between Hong Kong Cantonese and
Guangzhou Cantonese. Many of the phonetic features described for Hong Kong
Cantonese were also found in the speech of the native speakers of Guangzhou

Cantonese.




